SPANIELS

But to balance the possible lack of this elusive
characteristic, the cocker usually distinguishes it-
self where obedience and amiability are con-
cerned. These traits are, in my opinion, often
hereditary, and it is unusual to find a cocker of
a good straia with a " contumacious " disposition.
On the other hand, some of the springers which I
possessed many years ago (nowadays their
characters seem to have improved to an almost
incredible extent) certainly recalled the old-
fashioned idea of the difficulty of training one of
this breed, and I quote the story of a man who
was supposed to be unique in possessing a really
steady spaniel dog. On one occasion his fellow
Guns besought the owner of the steady spaniel to
divulge the secret of how he managed to make his
dog so amenable to control, and the owner
replied: " On a shooting day I get up very early
in the morning and make * Gyp *, my spaniel,
follow me on a bicycle ride for ten miles; then I
give him 5lbs, of rump steak to eat; and then
.... I give him a damned good hiding . ... he is
usually steady after that ! " Thank goodness
such drastic measures are not necessary in 1932.

Nose is certainly, in my opinion, hereditary; and
this acute sensibility should be a fixed character-
istic in most spaniels of selected pedigree stock.
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